
Stearns County Land Use & Zoning  
Ordinance Review Committee 

Meeting #5: Monday, February 22, 2021 
3:30pm 

Webex: http://stearnscountymn.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx 

Agenda 

1. Welcome and call to order

2. Review proposed ordinance amendments.

A. Feedlot setbacks

B. Subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS): Holding Tank
Provisions

3. Next Meeting: Monday, March 29th, 6:00pm. Topics: Subdivision
Requirements; Mining Operations.

If you are unable to attend, please contact Angie Berg: 
angie.berg@co.stearns.mn.us or 320-656-3613 

We are not adopting a zoning ordinance; we are implementing the comprehensive plan. 

mailto:angie.berg@co.stearns.mn.us
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Feedlots 

Relevant Facts 
1. As of December 2020, Stearns County has 2,021 active feedlots with 10 animal 

units or more, the threshold when most county setbacks apply. 
a. 144 of these are in a non-Ag zoning district of which 22 still require the 

setbacks because they are in T-20 or Urban Expansion Zoning Districts. 
b. Map of feedlot locations with zoning and township overlays is attached at 

the end of this document. 
2. 114 feedlots in Stearns County are registered for ≥500 animal units onsite and 

contain 1/3 of the registered animal units in the county. 

 

Shape Stearns 2040 – Feedlot References 
Agricultural Pillar Goals: 
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Agriculture Uses Policies: 

 

Animal Agriculture Policies: 

 

Related Implementation Item: 
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Feedlot Review Committee Recommendations 
On November 25, 2020, the Feedlot Review Committee reviewed potential ordinance 
changes and unanimously recommended: 

• A feedlot-residential dwelling setback reduction to 500 feet. 
• To make an exception to the feedlot-residential dwelling setback requirement 

when there is a common owner. 
• To alter the animal unit density in the Agricultural zoning districts for parcels 

less than 10 acres to increase by one animal unit for 3 acres up to 8.99 acres and 
two animal units for parcels 9 acres and above. 

At this time, the Environmental Services Department staff are comfortable with these 
recommendations. 

 

Ordinance References & Notes 
Section 5.1.2 A (4) Non-Conforming Structures (includes a one-time 24-foot 
encroachment is allowed by residence and/or feedlot). 

Section 5.1.4 Non-Conforming Animal Feedlots (provisions by zoning district) 

Section 6.7 Animal Feedlots 

6.7.3  Animal Feedlot Permits (type of permit by zoning district and AUs) 
6.7.5  Setback Provisions – a portion show below: 
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6.7.6  Animal Unit Density Requirements – a portion shown here: 

Considerations 
Residence-Feedlot Setback 

1. MN Statute 394.25 subd. 3c (e) requires the same distances and conditions for new 
residence and feedlot setbacks in areas zoned agricultural.

2. The current feedlot-residential dwelling setback of 700 feet has been in ordinance 
since 2000.

3. In September 1998, Stearns County adopted the first ordinance pertaining to 
feedlots. The setbacks for feedlots and residential dwellings were tiered based on 
animal units.

a. 10-499 AU = 500 feet
b. 500-999 AU = 1,500 feet (could be reduced up to 50% with approved odor reducing technologies)

c. ≥1,000 AU = 2,000 feet (could be reduced up to 50% with approved odor reducing technologies)

4. Variance history – two time periods were reviewed and summarized below (see 
spreadsheets at end for more details)

a. January 2014 – December 2020 (7 years)
i. 55 total feedlot-related variance requests; 39 (71%) involved the 

feedlot-residence setback of which 2 (5%) were denied. Of the 37 
granted: 
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ii. 18 of 673 feedlot permits during this period were granted a
variance request to a residence (none were denied).

iii. 19 variances would not have been needed in this time period if the
setback had been 500 feet. (11 residence to a feedlot; 8 feedlot to a
residence).

iv. A common owner of the feedlot and residence occurred in 7 of 37
(19%) granted variances for the feedlot-residence setback. In some
of these seven, mention had been made of a financial institution
requiring the property split for financing.

b. January 2008 – December 2013 (7 years)
i. 25 total feedlot-related variance requests; 16 (64%) involved the

feedlot-residence setback of which 4 (25%) were denied, one of
which was a feedlot owner’s variance request.  Of the 12 granted:

ii. 1 variance would not have been needed in this time period if the
setback had been 500 feet. (Residence to feedlot.)

5. Complaint summary from January 2014 – October 2020
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6. Feedlot Review Committee recommendation is for an exception when there is a
common owner of the feedlot and residence parcel.

a. Potential language – “…unless there is at least one common owner of the
feedlot and residential dwelling parcel.”

b. Is the intent to have a common owner of the parcels? What if the common
owner is of the livestock on the feedlot (not the feedlot parcel) and the
residential dwelling parcel?

Animal Unit (AU) Density in Ag District (<10 acres) 

1. Allow more livestock agricultural use potential in an agricultural district.
2. From January 2014 – September 2020, there was 1 variance request for animal

unit density. It was for more than 10 animal units on a parcel <10 acres in an A-
40, and it was granted (no limit) without conditions.

3. From January 2008 – December 2013, there were 3 variance requests for animal
unit density. All were granted; however, none were in an agricultural zoning
district. (2 were in R-10 and 1 in T-20).

Observations 
1. 6 feedlot variances (2014-2020) were due to re-activation. These did not involve a

common owner.
2. 14.5% of the feedlot-related variances (8 of 55) granted had conditions (2014-

2020). One of the eight was not an application involving the feedlot-residence
setback.

3. Landowners that did not apply for variances and found an alternative or did not
build/add-on are not tracked – other than those that withdrew an application
once submitted.

4. Common owner – could sell off split and no longer own the feedlot or residence.
Provides an advantage to create (or add onto) a residence (or feedlot) where
other owners that do not own both parcels cannot without obtaining a variance.

5. Existing rural residences near a feedlot in agricultural zoning district may not
expect the 700-foot setback reduction or an increase in agricultural activity near
their home.
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6. Potential conflict of rural expectations exists. It has not been uncommon for 
feedlot variance requests to include residential neighbors against it. 

7. Some variances were required due to small lots, existing lots of record (prior to 
county planning and zoning), or existing non-conformities (setbacks). 

 

County Comparisons 
Nearby counties are shown as more or less restrictive in this chart: 

COUNTY 
FEEDLOT-RESIDENCE 

SETBACK 

OWNER 
EXCEPTION 

FOR 
RESIDENCE 

SETBACK 

AU DENSITY 

Morrison is… Less restrictive for ≤300 AU 
More restrictive for >300 AU 

The same (no 
exception) 

Slightly less 
restrictive 

Douglas is… Less restrictive for existing 
More restrictive for new 

The same (no 
exception) 

More restrictive 

Wright is… Less restrictive – 500’ The same (no 
exception) 

More restrictive 

Sherburne is… Less restrictive – 660’ in Ag The same (no 
exception) 

- 

Benton is… Less restrictive – 660’ The same (no 
exception) 

More restrictive 

Kandiyohi is… More restrictive – 1,320’ Less restrictive 
(has an 
exception) 

Less restrictive in 
AU, but more 
restrictive because 
acres are 
determined by 
“pasture-able” 
acres. 

 
  



Prepared January 19, 2021 

Page 9 of 13 
 

The MN Association of County Feedlot Officers were surveyed in May of 2019 to 
determine how many had some form of an ordinance exception for the feedlot-
residence setback. The results are shown in the table below: 

 

 

Morrison 

• Feedlot-residence setback 
o Tiered based on animal units 

 50-300 AU = 660 feet 
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• Animal unit density in agricultural zoning district (on small parcels) 

 

Douglas 

• Feedlot-residence setback 

 
o No setback for existing feedlots or residences. 

• Animal unit density in agricultural zoning district (on small parcels) 
o 2.3 – 8.9 ac = 1 AU / 0.5 ac 
o 9 – 34.9 ac = No Limit (unless boarding animals) 

 

Wright 

• Feedlot-residence setback 
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• Animal unit density in agricultural zoning district (on small parcels) 

o 4-acre minimum. Then, 0.5 animal units per acre (up to 10 acres). 

 

Sherburne 

• Feedlot-residence setback 
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Benton 

• Feedlot-residence setback 
o 660 feet to non-feedlot residence 

• Animal unit density in agricultural zoning district (on small parcels) 

 
• On larger parcels – parcel with less than 35 contiguous acres, capped at 49.99 

AUs. 
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Kandiyohi 

• Feedlot-residence setback 
o 1,320 feet (¼ mile) 

 

• Animal unit density in agricultural zoning district (on small parcels) 
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Feedlots
10 or more animal units

!( Active
!\ Federa l La rge CAFO

Zo n in g District
Agricultura l District A-160
Agricultura l District A-40
Agricultura l District A-80
Commercia l (C)
Educa tio n a l/Ecclesia stica l (EE)

In dustria l (I)
Mun icip a lity
Pro tected La ke
Residen tia l District R-1
Residen tia l District R-10
Residen tia l District R-20

Residen tia l District R-5
Residen tia l Ma n ufa ctured Home (RMH)
Rura l To w n site (RT)
Scen ic River District (SR)
Tra n sitio n  District T-20
Urba n  Exp a n sio n  (UE)



2014-2020 FL Variances

Home From 

FL
FL from Home Property Line

Non-Ag 

Zone
City Limits Stream Plotted Lot Line

AU 

Variation

AU max/ 

current

2020 02 P-015178 Yes 124 33.5

Small lots. Lot of record w/o house. Neighbor's feedlot is a legal, non-conformity for AUD (<10 ac 

and >10 AU). Unanimous - no conditions. X

2019 01 P-012221 Yes 192 206

From own FL on separate parcel that was a 5-ac lot (lot of record) next to feedlot. Unanimous - 

no conditions. X X

2019 04 P-012445 No 206 80

From 3 different FLs, also included 520 and 664 ft.  To split parcel for home for new farmer 

(owner's kids not interested in farming). X

2019 08 P-013458 Yes 206 80

Parcel split for home for new farmer (owner's kids not interested in farming). Request from own 

and neighboring feedlot, revision of P-012445 after updates, also includes 664 ft . One member 

voted against. Condition: that upon fulfillment or default of the Contract For Deed on the 

residual parcel, the residual parcel and platted parcel shall be deeded together and not sold 

separately. X X X

2020 09 P-017106 Yes 267 390

Parcel split desired to 3.4 ac (own FL). Prior variances: P-006715 for property line and P-007270 

to stream. No conditions X

2018 08 P-010012 No 290 138

For building site on awkward/steep parcel that owners of FL were trying to sell for 

redevelopment. Tabled from 03/2018. X X

2017 03 P-007450 Yes 300 72

From previous feedlot variance (P-005211). Township CUP for home applied for 

prior/simultaneously to requested feedlot permit variance from county, which infringed on the 

building area advertized when residential property was sold. Unanimous - no conditions. X X

2020 04 P-015385 Yes 394 34

Property is 5 acres with existing manufactured homes located closer to feedlot . Unanimous - 

Condition: property owner construct a privacy fence 8 feet in height along the south side of the 

property X X

2017 10 P-009216 Yes 425 46

Lot of Record for home parcel (for sale w/potential buyer) 20 ac in A-40. Alternative would have 

resulted in variance from a different feedlot (64/43 AU). The 2 feedlot owners were interested in 

buying the property (but there was mix-up). X

2015 03 P-002808 Yes 440 418 / 393

Rents portion of the feedlot from parents. Trying to avoid power line and use existing septic as 

well as approach. Unanimous - no conditions. 

Sauk Centre Twp had a more restrictive setback of 1,320 ft

2018 04 P-010184 Yes 504 45

Proposed on 13.21 acre parcel. Trailer home with hopes for farm home in future. Unanimous - 

no conditions. (2020 - found it was located closer than the 504.)

2014 07 P-001349 Yes 510 65 / 57

New house from splitting off 40 acres across the street from the feedlot and attach to other 40 

acre parcel in order to comply with A-80 zoning. Unanimous - no conditions. X

2017 07 P-008274 Yes 520 48

Previous variance approved for 585 ft, expired 10/2016 and new owner requested 520'. Granted 

so home could be on top of hill. X

2019 08 P-013752 Yes 529 131 / 36

Proposed house in R-10 (feedlot in Ag) - rebuild of house and that is greater than 24' 

encroachment.

2020 05 P-015689 Yes 538 225

House rebuild on 18 acre parcel and encroachment is greater than 24'. Unanimous - no 

conditions. X

2019 06 P-013092 Yes 539 25 & 1,932 For split to 5 acres and new home. (Not same owner)

2018 07 P-011045 Yes 550 158 / 100 Parcel split to 7.24 ac for new home in shoreland.  (Ruhland / Hentges - not same owner) 

2019 07 P-013342 Yes 570 282 / 189

Home addition encroaching on feedlot. Variance granted in 2003 allowed the original home to be 

built 590' from the feedlot, the new request is for an addition to be located 570' from feedlot.

2015 10 P-004343 Yes 585 48

House on 5.7 acres. Feedlot requested a permit in 2013 which was denied due to inability to 

meet setbacks. X

2014 09 P-001887 Yes 600 214 / 174

ATF - house constructed closer than permitted with additions after that. Is an owner of the 

feedlot. X X

2020 04 P-015341 Yes 686 105 / 97.5

Unanimous - Condition: granted for four years, at which time, the residential use of the structure 

must be discontinued X X

2017 11 P-009528 Yes 175 118

Less than 10 AU site increasing, setback is to owner's house. Owner doesn't operate feedlot, it is 

rented out. Had been deactivated due to 5-yr <10 AU. Unanimous - no conditions. Reactivate. X X

2018 03 P-010004 Yes 179 299 From own house on second parcel. Add barn - small AU increase. Unanimous - no conditions. X

2016 02 P-004934 Yes 265 200 245 71 / 54 Reactivate prior feedlot. Shoreland 12-mo rule had deactivated it. X

Year Month Permit # Approved? ATF
Same 

Owner

Variance Request Type
Notes New FL Reactivate Small lots Condition

\\Stearns02\deptfiles\Environmental Services\FEEDLOTS\Data\Permits\Variance List (2020) for BOA Meeting 2021 1/20/2021



2014-2020 FL Variances

Home From 

FL
FL from Home Property Line

Non-Ag 

Zone
City Limits Stream Plotted Lot Line

AU 

Variation

AU max/ 

current

Year Month Permit # Approved? ATF
Same 

Owner

Variance Request Type
Notes New FL Reactivate Small lots Condition

2017 06 P-007855 Yes 270 175 25 21 ac in Ag near smaller lots and non-Ag zoning (St. Wendel) X X X

2018 11 P-011897 Yes 283 450

From owner's own house on separate parcel, add'l house within 700 ft is a family members, did 

not plan to combine parcels due to mortgages. Condition: must construct a tree buffer as well as 

move the stacking slab. X X

2018 09 P-011533 Yes 328 299 Unanimous - no conditions. (New feedlot - unused barn to be used) X X

2017 02 P-007264 Yes 350 60 852 Unanimous - no conditions. (Feedlot expansion) X

2019 02 P-012334 Yes 369 99 / 50

FL deactivated due to non-use. Years later house built nearby. Reactivate FL in shoreland by new 

owner.  Unanimous - no conditions. X

2015 09 P-004069 Yes 405 895 Existing nonconformity 480 ft from residence.  Unanimous - no conditions.

2020 05 P-015686 Yes 445 5.5 687 Unanimous - no conditions. (ATF) X

2017 01 P-007265 Yes 530 90 Increase from 8 AU and RA. Unanimous - no conditions. X

2018 02 P-009843 Yes 574 696

Unanimous. Condition: fans and manure stockpile at south end. Applied 4/2018 (P-011250) to 

amend condition. Denied and approved to move fans to north end of barn and add evergreen 

buffer to neighbors. X

2018 10 P-011737 Yes 575 80 102

From stream , with Condition: that the applicants meet with Stearns County Soil and Water 

Conservation District to develop a plan to mitigate any runoff into the stream, to submit the plan 

to Environmental Services and to follow through with SWCD’s recommendations by April 1, 2019. 

Unanimous. X X

2020 06 P-016074 Yes 612 173 / 99.6 Adding animal type (and barn) but not increasing AU. Unanimous - no conditions.

2017 09 P-008974 Yes 630 480

Condition for berm between temporary stockpiles and Rice lake. Unanimous. (Not in shoreland) 

Added 2nd poultry barn. X X

2020 09 P-016902 Yes 642 99 Closing open lot and moving outside of shoreland. Neighboring lots are smaller. No conditions

2018 05 P-010250 Yes 658 0 56

Reactivate closed feedlot. 2016 recorded unregistration to split <10 ac. Then, added some acres 

to make at least 10 ac. Unanimous - no conditions. X X

2015 04 P-002876 Yes 680 80 536 / 518 Barn addition to align/attach to existing. Unanimous - no conditions.

2016 02 P-004864 Yes 8

2016 04 P-005211 Yes 10 X

2018 03 P-009994 Yes 10 X

2019 04 P-012487 Yes 15 Reactivate FL X X

2015 05 P-002972 Yes 30

2016 10 P-006738 Yes 35 From North and 75 ft from East property lines X

2015 07 P-003620 Yes 42 Existing nonconformity 46 ft from property line, replacing barn

2016 10 P-006715 Yes 50 From East and South property lines

2017 09 P-008983 Yes 50

2017 08 P-008475 Yes 63 ATF for location that did not meet setbacks. X

2015 10 P-004159 Yes 100 Was existing nonconformity, no distance given in report.

2014 06 P-001203 Yes 125 Encroachment on grandfathered setback of 160 ft

2014 06 P-001129 Yes 26 Stream, Reactivate feedlot within setback to stream not classified as shoreland X

2017 01 P-007270 Yes 75 From intermittant stream , revising previously approved variance. Condition: berm X

2018 08 P-011250 Yes X For greater than 10AU on 10 acres (A-40)

2015 10 P-004304 Withdrawn 676' 

2017 08 P-008098 Withdrawn App withdrawn in August, not sure when applied. 360' X

2018 04 P-010183 No Denied amending condition of location of barn fans as requested on approved barn, but BOA did 

ORD 700 700 50A
350 1000 100 700

COUNT 19 18 14 2 2 3 1

MIN 686 680 80 200 125 80 245

MAX 124 175 0 175 100 26 245

AVG 446 443 33 188 113 60 245

AVG % DEV 36% 37% 35% 46% 89% 40% 65%

A Historically 100 ft

Multiple setbacks of same type applied, most restrictive shown in table with remaining shown in notes

Sites less 

than 50 

AU

Totals - Not Including Denied/Withdrawn Applications
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2008-2013

Home From FL FL from Home Property Line Non-Ag Zone City Limits Stream Plotted Lot Line AU Variation
AU max/ 

current

2008 2 Kemper No 595

2008 4 Hemmesch Yes 397 X

2008 10 Notch Yes 469

2009 5 Bauer Yes 70

2009 7 McAndrews No 79 X

2009 8 Lieser Yes 392

2009 10 Spychalla Yes 428

2009 10 Gertken Yes 225 X

2009 12 Stommes Yes 51.27

2010 4 Hoppe Yes 204

2010 6 Schmidt Yes 540 X

2010 7 Geise No 440

2010 9 Jennie-O Yes X T-20 Replacement of turkey barns and reduction of animal units

2010 10 Traut Yes X R-10

Replacement of existing dairy barn that was damaged in a 

storm, proposed increased in AU

2010 12 Hoffman Yes 655 X R-10 Property owner children own the three nearest houses. X

2011 1 Fink No 50

Replacement of burned down barn with hoop barns in 

alternate location.

2012 5 Moscho Yes 72 X

2012 5 Haus No 457

2012 6 Haus Yes 506

2013 2 Traut Yes 430

2013 2 Krebsbach Yes 453 Condition of AU and type X

2013 8 Zinken/GrossYes 355 Addition to existing legal nonconformity

2013 9 Gondringer Yes 70

2013 10 Eller Withdrawn

2013 12 Sauer Yes 315 X

ORD 700 700 100 350 1000 100 700

COUNT 8 4 4 0 0 0 1 3

MIN 506 655 72 0 0 0 430

MAX 225 204 51.27 0 0 0 430

AVG 386 463 66 430

AVG % DEV 45% 34% 34% 39%

plus 3 denied plus 1 denied plus 1 denied

5 total denied in addition to 20 approved.

Multiple setbacks of same type applied, most restrictive shown in table with remaining shown in notes

Number in red = new lot proposed

Notes

Totals - Not Including Denied/Withdrawn Applications

Year Month Permit # Approved?
Variance Request Type

Same 

Owner
New FL Reactivate Small lots Condition ATF
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Subsurface Sewage Treatment 

Relevant Facts 
1. Sewage treatment has been regulated by Stearns county since the adoption of 

Ordinance #2 on June 20th, 1972. 
2. The current ordinance regulating subsurface sewage treatment (Ordinance #422) 

was adopted on March 23rd, 2010; as a result of a major revision of the MN Rules 
that govern sewage at the State level; MN Rules 7080-70803.  

3. Ordinance #422 has been amended 3 times since its adoption in 2010.  
Amendments were made through Ordinance #451 on October 5, 2010; Ordinance 
#460 on April 26th, 2011; and Ordinance #539 on September 6, 2016.  

4. Prescriptive language for holding tanks was first introduced in Ordinance #106 
in listed in Section 11.60-11.66 (pages 38-39) and has followed through in various 
iterations to the current language. 

5. Current holding tank language drafted in the 2010 development of Ordinance 
#422 was complied, vetted, and ultimately approved through the SSTS 
Ordinance Committee that was comprised of local industry contractors, 
Commissioners and ESD staff.  Committee meetings were open to the public 
with much input taken from interested parties attending the meetings. 

6. Language for use of holding tanks is also specified in the floodplain section of 
the Ordinance. 

7. In 2020, fourteen (14) permits were issued for holding tanks that serve other 
establishments.  

 

Ordinance Reference 
6.5 Holding Tanks 
Holding tanks for new residential dwellings, groups of dwellings or other 
establishments shall not be allowed. 

6.5.1 Holding tanks may be allowed for the following applications: 

A. As a temporary alternative for existing failing SSTS, or an SSTS that 
pose an imminent threat to public health or safety. These SSTS shall 
be upgraded in accordance with the timelines established in the 
notice of non-compliance; or 



B. For all lots existing prior to January 22, 1998, where site 
limitations, as documented and sketched by a licensed designer, 
will not allow for the installation of a Type I or III system in 
concurrence with the Department; or 

C. For privately owned recreational campers not located in a 
licensed recreational vehicle campground; or 

D. For vault toilets built in any public park; or 
E. For residential accessory structures; agricultural accessory 

structures; or animal feedlots with lavatory facilities; or 
F. For replacement dwellings constructed under Minnesota 

Statutes, section 394.36; or successor statues, with a previously 
existing, permitted holding tank; or 

G. For recreational vehicle dump stations located in a licensed 
recreational vehicle campground; or 

H. For privately owned privies. 

6.5.2 Holding Tank Installation Requirements 

The installation of a holding tank shall occur in accordance with Minnesota 
Rules, part 7080.2290; or successor rules, with the following additional criteria: 

A. A minimum of one manhole access point must extend to final 
grade elevation provided all tank compartments are made 
accessible through that access point. 

B. At the time of the final installation inspection, evidence of a water 
tightness test as described in Minnesota Rules, part 7080.2010, 
subpart 3; or successor rules, shall be submitted to the Department. 

C. The owner shall maintain a valid contract with a certified SSTS 
maintainer /licensed SSTS maintenance business to pump and 
dispose of the sewage in accordance with all applicable 
Minnesota Rules. A copy of said contract shall be submitted to 
the Department. 

D. By January 31st of each year, the owner of a holding tank shall 
submit maintenance records for the previous year to the 
Department. 

 

 

 

 



Issue Identification 
Current ordinance language is not flexible enough to allow for utilization of holding 
tanks in various situations.  Specifically, in commercial settings or otherwise classified 
as other establishment classified structures.  Because of the structure of the current 
language, increased variance applications have been realized, and many of the requests 
have been granted by the County Board of Adjustment. 
 
 

Analysis / Shape Stearns References to SSTS 
1. Business Pillar 

a. Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives 
2. Nature Pillar 

a. Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives 
 

Options 
1. Where & when should they be utilized for Other Establishments? 
2. What level of oversight is needed for proper system management? 
3. Low Volume Generator – new permitted user category? 

 

Alternatives 
Leave the Ordinance as written.  
Department will continue to help guide property owners/permit applicants as it relates 
to requests regarding holding tank installations.  Situations that require variances 
would continue to be referred to the County Board of Adjustment if that is the desire 
of the applicants. 
 
Amend Ordinance.  
Develop amending language that would allow in whole or in some degree standard 
permitting of holding tank installations for other establishments.  

 



County Comparisons 
Morrison 

•  HT’s are allowed for replacement on ITPH replacements, on lots unable to site a 
Type 1 system, locations that are seasonal or intermittent in nature not using 
more than 150 gpd. 

• File an acknowledgement the Department that a full system will be installed if 
use of property becomes full-time. 

• 1500 gallon min & if feasible be compartmented for future system expansion 
• Maintenance Agreement required & submittal of records upon request 

Douglas 

• HT’s allowed for lot of record where is only option; ITPH replacements; vault 
toilets in public facilities, residential accessory structures unable to hook to an 
existing system; replacement structures w/ existing permitted HT; RV dump 
stations; RV’s on private lots of record with documentation & protection of a 
standard soil treatment area.  

• Water tightness test; water meter on inlet of water supply line w/ readings 
documented at time of maintenance; Maintenance Agreement; yearly record 
submittal; Operating permit required. 

Wright 

• Holding tanks shall not be used for a new residential dwelling. For conforming 
lots and structures, a holding tank may be used for expansions, alterations, 
additions and improvements to existing dwellings so long as it does not exceed 
50% of the value of the existing structure as indicated in the records of the 
County Assessor, or 50% of the footprint, whichever is more restrictive. Holding 
tanks may also be used for the exact replacement of an existing dwelling. 

• As a corrective measure for pre-existing uses where a full system cannot be 
installed. 

• Allowed for undeveloped lots of record in which a HT is the only practical 
means of sewage disposal are unsuitable for residential use. 

• Holding tanks shall not be installed on undeveloped lots of record for 
recreational uses unless the lot has been found to be suitable for a dwelling and 
can support a full septic system. 

• Maintenance contract required. 



Sherburne 

• HT’s allowed as a replacement SSTS upon agreement of Designer & Dept. 
• As a system for an existing season property. 
• Flammable waste traps & other non-domestic wastes.  
• Operating Permits required. 

Kandiyohi 

• Holding tanks may be allowed for situations involving low water use, impacted 
soils, or other factors as deemed appropriate by the Zoning Administrator or 
Authorized Representative. Persons applying for a permit must supply a 
pumping agreement or contract with a licensed pumper. 

Benton 

• HT’s only allowed for replacement SSTS if a drainfield cannot be installed. 
• Designer’s cannot deliver HT designs to clients, w/o consulting the Benton DoD. 
• Management Plan; Maintenance Agreement; Operating Permit required. 
• 1500 gal minimum or 400/bedroom – greater of the two 
• Low Volume User 

o Accessory building with max 2 water using devices - only a sink & toilet 
o OE with max 3 water using devices – only a sink, toilet, emergency 

shower, or washing machine. 
o Township Hall open to public only during official business. 

 

Conclusions 
1. The Ordinance amendments, if any, would be effective by summer of 2021. 
2. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency would review and provide feedback to any 

amending language. 


	Feedlot Packet Jan 2021 FINAL.pdf
	BOA 01 28 Feedlot Packet
	Planning Commission & County Board Feb 2021 - feedlot packet
	Feedlots and Zoning

	Variance List (2014-2020) for BOA Meeting 2021
	Variance List (2008-2013) for BOA Meeting 2021

	ADP2603.tmp
	6.5 Holding Tanks
	6.5.1 Holding tanks may be allowed for the following applications:
	6.5.2 Holding Tank Installation Requirements


